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NEW YEAR’S EVE
CEREMONY

(The community present with joined palms before the altar,
mindfully joining the ceremony, the Master of the
Ceremony
holding the incense, community sing a song)

1/ Song: FRAGRANCE OF THE INCENSE

We offer this agarwood incense, its fragrance pervading
the ten directions. With hearts of aspiration, we venerate
the Majestic One of boundless compassion.

Prayer by prayer, we ask that our sincere hearts
be witnhessed. Wisps of smoke rise and gather, forming
auspicious clouds of offering.

The wondrous Way has now spread from place to place.
Through the truth, all beings are freed from the round of
samsara.

Together in reverence, we kneel beneath the lotus throne,
offering pure fragrant flowers, rich in color, fresh upon
each stem. The throne of radiant light sphines, magnificent
and serene.

The blessing of the Buddhas of the ten directions embraces
all beings in peaceful glow.

Beholding the living Way, shining everywhere among
beings, may we together practice the Way of the Buddha
with diligence, so that it may soon be fully realized.
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NGHI THUC
LE DON GIAO THUA

(Bai chung van tap, chap tay trang nghiém hudng vé
Tam Bao, lang long thanh tinh, tham du budi |é.
Vi chud |é dang huang, dai ching cung hat bai
Tram Hudng Dot)

1/ Bai hat: TRAM HUONG DPOT

Tram hucng dot, xbng ngat mudi phudng
Nguyén nguyén kinh duc Nghiém Tu vo lugng
Cau cau xin ching tdm thanh chdng con

Van van khaoi két may lanh cung dudng

Dao nhiém mau da lan truyén nasi cung Nai
Nh3 chan ly ching sanh déu thoat luan hoi
Dong quy kinh quy dugi dai sen

Dang hoa tham tinh khiét mau tham tugi canh

Pai guang minh xem huy hoang trang nghiém

On mugi phuasng Diéu Ngu hao quang an lanh

Nhin Dao uyén chuyén soi khap cing quan sanh

Phat Dao dong cung nhau tu tinh tadn mau vién thanh.
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Namo Shakyamuni Buddha. (Bell)
Namo Shakyamuni Buddha. (Bell)

2/ INCENSE OFFERING

In gratitude, we offer this incense
throughout space and time

to all Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.
May it be fragrant as Earth herself,
reflecting careful efforts,
wholehearted awareness,

and the fruit of understanding,
slowly ripening.

May we and all beings

be companions of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.
May we awaken from forgetfulness
and realize our true home. (Bell)
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Nam mo Bon Su Thich Ca Mau Ni Phat. (C)
Nam mo Bon Su Thich Ca Mau Ni Phat. (C)

2/ DANG HUONG

Xin cho khoi tram tham

K&t thanh may ndm sac
Dang lén khap musi phudng
Cung dudng vo lucng But
Vo lusng chu Bo Tat

Cung cac thanh hién tang
Nai phap gidi dung théng
Két dai sen ruc rdé

Nguyén lam ban déong hanh
Trén con dudng giac ngd

Xin moi loai chung sanh

TU bd cdi lang quén

Theo dudng gidi dinh tué
Quay Vvé trong tinh thuc.
Chung con kinh dang hucng [én But va chu vi B6 Tat. (C)
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3/ PRASING THE BUDDHA (Touching the Earth)

The one who bows and the one who is bowed to
are both, by nature, empty.

Therefore the communication between them

Is inexpressibly perfect.

Our practice center is the Net of Indra

reflecting all Buddhas everywhere.

And with my person in front of each Buddha,

| go with my whole life for refuge. (Bell)

4/ BOWING (touching the earth)

-Offering light in the Ten Directions,
the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha,
to whom we bow in gratitude.

-Teaching and living the way of awareness in the very
midst of suffering and confusion,

Shakyamuni Buddha, the Fully Enlightened One,

to whom we bow in gratitude.

-Showing the way fearlessly and compassionately,
the stream of all our Ancestral Teachers,
to whom we bow in gratitude. (Bell)
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3/ TAN DUONG

Trong thé tinh chan nhu
Khéng chu thé déi tugng

Dé tU kinh lay But

Trong tusng cam nhiém mau
Biéu hién khap mugi phuang
Nhu Dé chau anh chiéu

NGi nao cing c6 But

Va c6 con kinh lay. (C)

4/ DANH LE: (mdi cau 1tiéng chuéng va lay)
-Nhat tdm kinh |é But, Phap, Tang thudng tru trong mudgi
phuong.

-Nhat tdm kinh |é Bdc Bén Su But Thich Ca Mau Ni.

-Nhat tdm kinh |é liét vi T6 Su qua cac thai tU Tay Truc,
Viét Nam, Bong D6 dén Hai Ngoai. (C)
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5/ OPENING VERSE

Namo Tassa Bhagavato Arahato Samma Sambuddhassa
(3 times — bell)

The Dharma is deep and lovely.

We now have a chance to seeg, study,
and to practice it.

We vow to realize its true meaning. (Bell)

6/ THE REFUGE CHANT

Incense perfumes the atmosphere.

A lotus blooms and the Buddha appears.
The world of suffering and discrimination
is filled with the light of the Rising Sun.

As the dust of fear and anxiety settles, with an open heart
and one-pointed mind
| turn to the Three Jewels.

The Fully Enlightened One, beautifully seated, peaceful,
and smiling a living source of understanding and
compassion, to the Buddha | go for refuge. The path of
mindful living,

leading to healing, joy, and enlightenment,

the way of peace, to the Dharma | go for refuge.

The loving and supportive community of practice,
realizing harmony, awareness, and liberation, to the
Sangha | go for refuge. (Bell)
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5/ TRI TUNG: (khai chuéng mé va cting tung)

Nam mo dic Bon Su But Thich Ca Mau Ni (3 1an - C)

Phap But cao siéu mau nhiém

Ca duyén may dugc tho tri

Xin nguyén di vao bién tué

Tinh thdng gido nghia huyén vi. (C)

6/ VAN QUY NGUYEN

Tram hugng x6ng ngat dién
Sen n3 But hién than

Phap gidi thanh thanh tinh
Chung sanh lang nghiép tran.
Dé tU tdm thanh

Hudng vé Tam Bao

But la thay chi dao

Bac tinh thdc ven toan
Tudng tét doan trang

Triva bivien man.

Phap la con dudng sang
Dan ngudi thoat cdi mé
Dua con trg vé

Séng cudc dgi tinh thuec.

Tang la doan thé dep
Cung di trén dudng vui
Tu tap gidi thoat

Lam an lac cudc dai. (C)
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| am aware that the Three Gems are within my heart.
| vow to realize them,

practicing mindful breathing and smiling,

looking deeply into things.

| vow to understand living beings and their suffering,
to cultivate compassion and loving kindness,
to practice joy and equanimity.

| vow to offer joy to one person in the morning

to help relieve the grief of one person in the afternoon.
Living simply and sanely with few possessions,
keeping my body healthy.

| vow to let go of all worries and anxiety
in order to be light and free.

| am aware that | owe so much
to my parents, teachers, friends, and all beings.

| vow to be worthy of their trust, to practice
wholeheartedly

so that understanding and compassion will flower,
helping living beings to be free from their suffering.
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Dé tU nuong Nhad Tam Bao

Trén con dudng hoc dao

Biét Tam Bdo cua tu tdm
Nguyén xin chuyén can

Lam sang long ba vién ngoc quy.

Nguyén theo hai thd

N3 nu cudi tuai

Nguyén hoc nhin cudc ddi
Bang con mat quan chiéu
Nguyén xin tim hiéu

NOi khoé clia moi loai

Tap tu bi

Hanh hy xa

Sang cho ngugdi thém niém vui
Chiéu giup ngudi bdét kho.

Dé td nguyén séng cudc dai thiéu duc
Nép song lanh manh an hoa

Cho than thé kién khusng

Nguyén r( bod au lo

Hoc tha thd bao dung

Cho tam tu nhe nhom.

Dé tU xin nguyén dn sdu dén bao
On cha me on thay

Cn bé ban chidng sanh

Nguyén tu hoc tinh chuyén

Cho cay bi tri n3 hoa

Mong mot ngay kia

Co kha nang clu ddé moi loai
VUGt ra ngoai coi khao.
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May the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha
support my efforts. (Bell)

7/ DISCOURSE ON HAPPINESS (Mangala Sutta)
(one person read)

| heard these words of the Buddha one time when
the Lord was living in the vicinity of Savatthi at the
Anathapindika Monastery in the Jeta Grove. Late at night, a
deva appeared whose light and beauty made the whole Jeta
Grove shine radiantly. After paying respects to the Buddha,
the deva asked him a question in the form of a verse:

“Many gods and men are eager to know
what are the greatest blessings

which bring about a peaceful and happy life.
Please, Tathagata, will you teach us?

(This is the Buddha's answer):

“Not to be associated with the foolish ones,
to live in the company of wise people,
honoring those who are worth honoring
this is the greatest happiness.

“To live in a good environment,

to have planted good seeds,

and to realize that you are on the right path
this is the greatest happiness.
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Xin nguyén But, Phap, Tang chdng minh
Gia hd cho dé td chding con
Vién thanh dai nguyén. (C)

7/ KINH PHUGC BUC
(Mot Nngudi doc, cham va ro)

Pay la nhling diéu té6i dudc nghe hoéi ddc Thé Ton
coOn cU trd gan thanh Xa V&, tai tu vién Cap Co6 Doc, trong
vusn Ky Ba. Hom do, trdi da vao khuya, cé mot thién gia
hién xudng tham Ngudi, hao quang va vé dep cua thién gia
lam sang ca vudn cay. Sau khi danh |é ddc Thé Tén, vi thién
gid xin tham van Ngugai bang mot bai ké:

“Thién va nhan thao thuc
Muodn biét vé phudc duc
Pé séng dai an lanh

Xin Thé Tén chi day.”

Va sau day la I8i dudc Thé Ton:
“Lanh xa ké xau ac

Dudc than cadn ngudi hién
Ton kinh bac dang kinh

La phudc dic I8n nhat.

“S6ng trong Moi trusng tot
Pugc tao tac nhan lanh
Pbuocc di trén dudng chanh

La phudc duc I8n nhat.
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“To have a chance to learn and grow,

to be skillful in your profession or craft,
practicing the precepts and loving speech
this is the greatest happiness.

“To be able to serve and support your parents,
to cherish your own family,

to have a vocation that brings you joy

this is the greatest happiness.

“To live honestly, generous in giving,

to offer support to relatives and friends,
living a life of blameless conduct

this is the greatest happiness.

“To avoid unwholesome actions,

not caught by alcoholism or drugs,

and to be diligent in doing good things
this is the greatest happiness.

“To be humble and polite in mannet,

to be grateful and content with a simple life,
not missing the occasion to learn the Dharma
this is the greatest happiness.

“To persevere and be open to change,

to have regular contact with monks and nuns,
and to fully participate in Dharma discussions
this is the greatest happiness.
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“Co hoc, c6 nghé hay
Biét hanh tri gidi lua
Biét noéi I8i ai ngU

La phudc dic I8n nhat.

“Ducc cung phung me cha
Yéu thuong gia dinh minh
Dudc hanh nghé thich hgp
La phudc duc I8n nhat.

“Séng ngay thang, bod thi,
Gilp quyén thudc, than bang
Hanh x& khong ty vét

La phudc duc I8n nhat.

“Tranh khong lam diéu ac
Khdéng say sua nghién ngap
Tinh can lam viéc lanh

La phudc dic I8n nhat.

“Biét khiém cung |é d6
Tri tdc va biét on

Khoéng bo dip hoc dao
La phudc duc I8n nhat.

“Biét kién tri, phuc thién
Than can gidi xuat gia
DU phap dam hoc hoi
La phudc duc I8n nhat.
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“To live diligently and attentively,
to perceive the Noble Truths,
and to realize Nirvana

this is the greatest happiness.

“To live in the world

with your heart undisturbed by the world,
with all sorrows ended, dwelling in peace
this is the greatest happiness.

“For he or she who accomplishes this,
unvanquished wherever she goes,
always he is safe and happy
happiness lives within oneself.” (Bell)

8/ BE WELL DAY & NIGHT

May the day be well and the night be well.
May the midday hour bring happiness, too.
In every minute and every second,

may the day and night be well.

By the blessing of the Triple Gem, may all things be
protected and safe. (Bell)
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“SOng tinh can, tinh thuc
Hoc chan ly nhiém mau
Thuc ching dudc Niét Ban
La phudc dic I8n nhat.

“‘Chung dung trong nhan gian
Tam khong hé lay chuyén
Phién ndo hét, an nhién,

La phudc duc I8n nhat.

“Ai song dudc nhu thé

Pi dau clng an toan

T8i dau cing ving manh
Phudc dudc cua tu than.” (C)

8/ NGAY DPEM AN LANH

Nguyén ngay an lanh dém an lanh
Ngay dém sau thdi déu an lanh
An lanh trong maoi gidy moi phut
Cau dn Tam Bao luén che chd

Nam mo Duc B6 Tat Tiéu Tai Gidng Kiét Tudng.
(31an -C)
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9/ SHARING THE MERITS

Reciting the Sutras, practicing the way of awareness
gives rise to benefits without limit.
We vow to share the fruits with all beings.

We vow to offer tribute to parents, teachers, friends,
and numerous beings
who give guidance and support along the path. (Bell)

10/ THE THREE REFUGES

-l take refuge in the Buddha, the one who shows me the
way in this life. Namo Buddhaya

- | take refuge in the Dharma, the way of understanding
and of love. Namo Dharmaya.

-l take refuge in the Sangha, the community that lives in
harmony and awareness. Namo Sanghaya. (Bell)

Buddham Saranam Gacchami
Dharmam Saranam Gacchami
Sangham Saranam Gacchami. (Bell)
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9/ HOI HUGNG

Tri tung kinh tham diéu
Tao cong duc vo bién

Dé tU xin hoi hudng

Cho chung sinh moi mién.
Phap mon xin nguyén hoc
An nghia xin nguyé&n dén
Phién ndo xin nguyén doan
Qua But xin chidng nén. (C)

10/ QUAY VE NUONG TUA

- Con Vé nuong tua But, ngugdi dua dudng chi |6i cho con
trong cudc ddi. Namo Buddhaya.

- Con V& nuong tua Phap, con dudng cua tinh thusng va
suU hiéu biét. Namo Dharmaya.

- Con vé nuang tua Tang, doan thé cla nhing ai nguyén
song cudc dgi tinh thidc. Namo Sanghaya. (C)

Buddham Saranam Gacchami
Dharmam Saranam Gacchami
Sangham Saranam Gacchami. (C)
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11/ GRATITUDE BOWS (1 bell and bow)

-In gratitude to our parents who have given us life, we
touch the Earth before the Three Jewels. (1 bow)

-In gratitude to our teachers, friends who guidance and

support along the path, we
touch the Earth before the Three Jewels. (1 bow)

-In gratitude to all beings in the animal, plant, and mineral

worlds,
we touch the Earth before the Three Jewels. (T bow)

10
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11/ LE TA TAM BAO (méi cau 1tiéng chuéng va lay)

-bé tir nhé on cha me sinh thanh,
cui dau kinh 1é Tam Bao trong mwoi phwong. (C)

-Dé tlr nh& on sw tredng gido huan, chw vi tin thi dan na
cui dau kinh 1é Tam Bao trong muwdi phwong. (C)

-Dé tir nh& on moi loai chiing sanh, ciy cé va dit da
cdi diu kinh 1é Tam Bdao trong muwoi phwong. (C)

10
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